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Our Lady of the River Catholic Church.....563-289-5736
E-mail address.....leclaireolor@diodav.org
Web site.....olotr.org
Follow the happenings of OLOR on Facebook
Pastor.....Fr. Apo Mpanda .... 319-371-5088

Mass Times

OUR LADY OF THE RIVER—LeClaire
28200-226th Street Place

Saturday 5:30 p.m. — Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Weekday Masses 8:00 a.m.—Wednesday and Friday

Second Friday of the month ... 8:00 a.m. Mass
Followed by 8:30 a.m. Fellowship Breakfast
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Immediately following the Saturday 5:30 p.m. Mass
or by appointment

Open Bible Study
Church Hall—every Tuesday—9:30 a.m. and 6:30 .p.m.

CHURCH OF THE VISITATION—Camanche
1028 Middle Road

Saturday 4:00 p.m.—Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 p.m.—or by appointment

Mission Statement

Our Lady of the River Catholic Church is a vibrant, welcoming
community of Catholics seeking to know and imitate Jesus through
the celebration of the Sacraments, education and service.




Pastors Corner

Dear Parishioners,

It has been a busy summer for me.
How about you? My family and I have been
blessed with 2 weddings this summer. I was
honored to preside at my nieces’ weddings in the
Congo and to celebrate the wedding Mass for my
friends Pierre and Marie Catherine Guyot’s son,
Cyril, and his wife, Andrea, in the south of France.
Thank you for all your support and prayers for
safety.

The last days of summer are with us. The sight
of “back to school” signs is a reminder that fall is
just around the corner. We know this can be a mix of
excitement and anxiety for many of our families as
they adjust to new schedules and responsibilities.

As your Pastor, I ask you, please join me to
wrap our students and teachers in prayers and love. I
can assure you that you are not on this journey
alone. As a church family, we commit to supporting
one another through this school year, celebrating the
joys, and lifting each other up through the struggles.
Through the blessings of the new drivers and the
backpacks, we recognized that God is the center of
our lives.

A new season and a new school year are also an
opportunity for us to consider our own spiritual
growth. How might God be calling you to learn

(Continued on page 4) |




something new, form a deeper habit of prayer, or
connect with our parish community in a fresh way.
I invite you to find your place in our many
ministries. [ need you! We need you! We need each
other!

Thank you to all our volunteers and staff for
all you do to make Our Lady of the River a vibrant
community.

Fr Apo

Color the stained glass window




OLOR News
Baptisms:

5/30/25 - Luke Daniel Vayhinger
son of Alex & Jennifer Vayhinger

Deaths:
. . ’
6/24/2025 - Cyndi Winters q

New Parishioners:

Paul and Laura St. Louis and family
Joe Camarena

9 Join us for the

i ) Ice Cream Social on
,f}(;g Gr Cm / September 27,
/_\(\u / following the
Social 5:30 p.m. Mass

Join OLOR for a Blessing of

Blessinﬁ of i* * Animals—rain or shine. Bring

fhg AV' o your pets to be blessed on

Y. nimals October 5, at 12:30 p.m. in the

% _A .‘__“;'\i:,, “AL& church parking lot. Watch the
bulletin for more information
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November 7, 6:00 p.m.

Celebration of Life
Memorial Mass

Watch for more info in the bulletin




RE® I(il( us 2025 - 2026 School

C A } year

Registration for Pre-School students through
9th grade

Religious education registration is available on
OLOR’s website at www.olotr.org or by contacting
Roberta Pegorick at leclaireolordre@diodav.org.

Registration Fees
$30.00-1 child

$50.00-2 children

$70.00-3 or more children

Volunteers are needed. Special discounts are
available for volunteers who serve as
catechists or catechist assistants.

No child will be turned away due to inability to

pPay-
For more information contact Roberta Pegorick
at leclaireolordre@diodav.org

Our Lady of the River Religious Education classes are
on Sunday mornings. Class begins at 9:30 a.m. and end
at 10:45 a.m.
Classes run September through April.
Our first class for this year is September 7"
Confirmation Class meets Wednesdays,
7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. starting September 10.

o
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The Social Action Commission will be
collecting for Thanksgiving baskets for local
families who can use help providing for the

' holiday. Collection dates will be the weekends
of November 1/2, November 8/9

and November 15/16.

We will also plan to give Christmas gift
cards and Angel Tree gifts to these families ¥
this year. The Angel Tree will be at the back &
of the Church starting November 29. Please
watch upcoming bulletins for more information.

Cafe on Vine... The Liturgy Commission,
) @ Choir, and volunteers prepared and served
:; %@6“ over 45 meals at Cafe on Vine on August 2.
£ =02 Thank you to everyone who made this event a
success.

g

The Family Life and Church Life Commissions are
responsible for the Cafe on Vine meal scheduled on
October 4.

Owl.adyo%heRwer
- You

‘ ‘ '  ae
FOR ALL ' TFI IN ﬂi’-l 8TH GRADE
WELCO TO BRIN@ A FRIEND

Féuz 25 Datte '!vb

égtober 2
November 19, December 10 V‘;
The fun starts at’7:30 pm



Our Lady of the River
HEALTH CABINET NEWS

Health Cabinet Members... Rita McRoberts,
Brian Dugan, Barb Arland-Fye, Josh Lawlor,
Terese Harrison, Jim Walsh, Jennifer
Hildebrand, Janis Smith, Mary Tyrrel, Roxanne Schmertmann,
Jordyn Werderitch, Sara Gravert and Fr. Apo.

N

We are always looking for more members, you don’t have
to have a health background.

**If you would like to serve on the Health Cabinet,
please contact Fr. Apo.**

MISSION STATEMENT: To enrich those we serve, with the
healing blessings of faith; to be present and promote the
wellness of body, mind and spirit.

The Health Cabinet has a new Chair!

Josh Lawlor is staying on the Health Cabinet, but handing the reins
over. We can’t thank Josh enough for his guidance and leadership.
Please welcome Jordyn Werderitch as our new chair! Jordyn
recently joined the Health Cabinet and we are excited to have her
step into this role.

Caregiver Support Group Here at Our Lady of The River
We meet the first Monday of every month from 10:30 =
-11:30 am, unless it falls on a holiday. IN SEPTEMBER
AND OCTOBER IT WILL BE HELD ON THE SECOND
MONDAY. The caregivers meet in the lower level of
the church with a Caregiver Specialist from
Milestone’s Area Agency on Aging and the loved ones
who attend meet in the parish hall with Jennifer Hildebrand. There
are a variety of topics and activities for both groups. ALL ARE
WELCOME and there is no charge. Please contact Jennifer with any
guestions. (563) 370-4412 or kjhildebrand@windstream.net. The
next meeting will be held on Monday, September 8.



mailto:kjhildebrand@windstream.net

SAVE THE DATES
On October 20th (During Red Ribbon Month) The Health

Cabinet will be hosting an evening educational program on

Substance Abuse 101. This program is suitable for ages Q
16 and older. This is open to the public. More details to g
come!

DRUMS ALIVE!

Looking for a fun and energizing way to improve
your physical and mental wellness? Join us for a
free Lunch and Learn featuring Drums Alive—a
unique fitness program that combines the rhythm
of drumming with movement to music for a full-
body workout that’s as joyful as it is effective.
Drums Alive is known to boost brain function, improve
coordination and balance, relieve stress, and elevate mood. It’s
adaptable for all fitness levels and especially popular among older
adults for its low impact yet powerful benefits.

This educational event will be held on Wednesday, October 22,
2025, at Senior Star in Davenport at 11:30-1:00 pm. There is no
fee to attend but all participants must register in advance. More
details coming soon. Contact Jennifer Hildebrand for more
information. (563) 370-4412.

Summer Walking Program Results
Our Lady of Lourdes

17,437,561 46 participants avg. 13,071 steps a day
Sacred Heart

13,010,528 46 participants avg. 9,753 steps a day
Saint John Vianney

8,368,545 26 participants avg. 11,099 steps a day
Our Lady of the River

8,019,758 24 participants avg. 11,522 steps a day

We did AMAZING! Thank you to all that participated.
Hopefully next year will not be as hot and humid. Please ‘
keep this fun summer activity in mind for next year.
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Blood Drive

We are hosting a blood drive on September 3, 2025. If you are
able to donate, sign ups are available in the vestibule. There has
been a change in blood donation requirements for those that are
on blood thinners, you can now donate! Please discuss with your
physician before donating.

Blood Pressure Screenings ... Are held the 2nd full weekend
of each month. A list of 2025 blood pressure screening dates are
posted in the vestibule.

Reminder: If you or a family member would like us to know
and/or visit while in the hospital, independent care, assisted
care, memory care or home please reach out to Sara Gravert,
sgravertl2@gmail.com or OLOR office. Due to HIPAA
regulations we need you to notify us.

IL/IA Center for Independent Living
SENIOR & DISABILITY EXPO
Vendors, Resources. Workshops, prizes and more
Friday, September 12, 2025

Men of the River... Please Watch the weekly Church
Bulletin and listen for any announcements from the pulpit
for any upcoming activities planned by the Men of the

If your committee needs any assistance carrying out an
activity, please contact The Men of The River through the
church office and we will be happy to provide any help that
we are able to.




Would You Like To Share Your
Creation In The Arts & Crafts Raffle?

A&R is offering you an opportunity to share
your talent with OLOR parishioners by donating
something in this year’s Arts and Crafts Raffle in
October. If you have a creation to donate or have

something someone else created that you would like to

donate to the raffle, please contact one of the ladies listed
in the Raffle article on page 15.

Haiti Layette

Please pray for the people of Haiti. Even
though we are not able to send any help to our
sister parish, we can all pray that the political strife will
end and we can start our mission again.

The Christ Child of the Quad Cities is asking for

¢

new or gently used baby clothes, sizes newborn
to 6 months for their Layette Program for new
mothers. These layettes are given to moms'
who cannot afford the essentials that every
newborn needs.

Please see Lisa Levy or Pam Hughes if you can help.

Power of Prayer—OLOR Prayer Chain

We would like to remind parishioners of our
e-mail prayer chain. If you have a prayer
concern, or would like to be added to our

prayer chain, please e-mail Teresa Anderson

jite2@mchsi.com - or - call 563-340-9470



mailto:jite2@mchsi.com
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Calling all “Knitters”

Here’s a project for OLOR “knitters” — baby
washcloths for our friends in Haiti. Although
the trips to Haiti have been temporarily
suspended, donations are still being accepted by Pam
Hughes for “Haiti Layette”. Pam also has a local
organization who have use for these items. If you would
like a copy of the baby washcloth pattern, contact Nancy
Murray (563-289-3131) or e-mail: nancyjiml @live.com.

'in need. Prayer shawl/quilt recipients do not
'have to be a member of OLOR. Brochures are
\available in the vestibule if you would like more
\information. To request a prayer shawl, or create them,

E please contact Roberta Pegorick or Jennifer Hildebrand.

Prayer Shawls and Pamphlets—contact Roberta Pegorick in church
office or Jennifer Hildebrand

Prayer Request—contact Teresa Anderson - 563-340-9470 or
Jite2@mchsi.com

OLOR Sacramental Program or Faith Formation Opportunities —
contact Roberta Pegorick - 563-289-5736

Music Ministry—contact Ladonna Czachowski

Christ Child Lavyette’s (*Tub)—contact Pam Hughes or Lisa Levy
Lighthouse Contributions—J/oanne Rumpza - deadline for all articles
for the Winter Lighthouse edition is November 10, 2025 ... Contact
Joanne at Rumpzaedjo@gmail.com, 563-289-3521.

(*Tubs... Donation tubs are located in the coat closet of the Church Hall)



mailto:nancyjim1@live.com

: : i Attention! High School STUDENT’S
I i and their Mom’s and Dad’s!

I Everyone knows how expensive it is to prepare for our post high school
| education, be it College or Trades. Are you aware that the Katie Dlouhy
I family along with the Altar and Rosary Society provide a scholarship
each year? Requirements include being an ACTIVE member of the
church and a graduating senior. Easy right? How can you be an active
I member? Also easy, and here are a few suggestions:
1
1¢ Serve at Mass as an altar server, lector, choir member, instrumentalist
| or music accompanist
I ¢ Help with Faith Formation classes or youth group activities
0 Assist Men of the River with breakfasts, chili cook off, the hog roast,
I elderly parishioner yard clean up and parish grounds clean up
10 Serve at Cafe on Vine
10 Assist with Vacation Bible School
10 Assist with minor church maintenance i.e.: changing missals yearly,
| cleaning of church and Faith Formation classrooms, decorating the
I church and removal of church decorations
0 Youth representative on the Parish Council
Iy Visiting homebound parishioners
o Assisting at Night to Shine
10 Prayer chain
10 Helping assemble and deliver food baskets at Christmas and Easter

P 1Y

Contacts for nearly all of these activities can be found on the OLOR
website. Look under the Become Involved tab for these activities and
many more! Be sure to read the weekly Mass bulletin for notices of
upcoming activities and contact someone to volunteer. It’s just that easy!
I And this doesn’t apply to just Seniors—Freshmen, Sophomores, and

| Juniors can be thinking ahead and volunteer, too. Then, keep track of

| your service dates and times so you can refer to it on your scholarship

I application.

it you are interested in financial help with your post high school
I education expenses, pick up an application in the office or on the table in |
| the vestibule starting in January. Remember, this money can be used for |
tuition, books, campus bus tickets, activity tickets, or anything associated |
with your college or trade school education!

1 If you have additional questions please contact Joanne
I Rumpza at #563-289-3521
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Altar & Rosary

Every OLOR lady is invited, encouraged to attend and join
($5 membership dues)

September 30—Arts and Crafis items for raffle due
to committee
October 19/20—26/27—Arts and Crafts Raffle in the
Church Hall. $1 per ticket .... 85 for 6 tickets
November 12—Noon, Official Planning Meeting,
church hall, bring lunch, dessert and coffee will be
provided, Joanne Rumpza, leader.
December 10 —11:30 a.m., Christmas Luncheon.
Watch bulletin for sign-up information in November.

Save the Date:

Altar & Rosary Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 10, 2025
11:30 a.m.

Duck Creek Pancake House
Riverdale

All women of the parish are welcome!
Watch for sign-up information
in November!

$5.00 Dues are still being accepted by the Altar and
Rosary Society.

Be a part of this long running organization that provides a
yearly High School Scholarship to an OLOR student;
purchases needed items for the altar; sponsors a child in
need through UNBOUND; offers donations to local
school nurses; provides lunches for OLOR funerals; and
other small needs that may arise.



A&R Arts & Crafts Raffle

Fall is around the corner and so is the OLOR Altar and
Rosary Society Arts and Crafts Raffle. If you have
anything handmade, whether it was made by you or
handmade by someone else, or a piece of art (a framed
print or something of value in perfect condition) that you
would like to donate for the raffle, please contact one of
the representatives listed below before September 30™.

Items will be on display in the Church Hall during the
raffle so you can take a look, admire the workmanship
and decide what you’d like to win.

Ticket sales take place before and after Mass on October
18/19 and again October 25/26, with the winning tickets
drawn after Mass on October 26™. Write your name and
phone number on your tickets, take a stroll around the
Church Hall and drop your tickets in the buckets of the
items you’d like to win. Easy as pumpkin pie! Two
maximum wins per person.

Again, representatives need your raffle items by
September 30", For questions or more information,
please contact:

Joanne Rumpza 563-289-3521 Rumpzajuno@gmail.com
Nancy Murray 563-289-3131 nancyjiml@live.com
Teresa Anderson 563-340-9470 jite2@mchsi.com
Kelly Kruck 563-508-1336 KellyKruck@aol.com
Kathy Peters 817-559-5316 kpeters3161@icloud.com

Thank you in advance for your donations and ticket
purchases. Your generosity helps make this raffle a
continuing success, and funds the Altar and Rosary
Society activities, including the High School
Scholarship, for the year.

15
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St. Pierre/ServeHAITI

I ran out of time getting the last update written, as I was
preparing for my youngest son’s wedding in Italy. It was a
wonderful trip that was filled with love, joy, wonder and
gratitude. Since coming home on the first of June, life
feels a little out of control. Don’t we all have so much
going on in our lives? Some of it - so, so joyful - but also,
some things we are dealing with are scary, sorrowful,
monotonous, dreary, painful or just plain chaotic. When I
find myself becoming overwhelmed, I really have to stop
myself and think about how fortunate I am to be dealing
with the ups and downs of daily life in a developed
country, as opposed to a country like Haiti. I feel ashamed
when I become frustrated over the lack of hours in a day,
and then remember that I have electricity, so my time 1s
not encumbered by the constraints of sunlight availability.
I have instant access to clean water to wash the sleep out
of my eyes in the morning and to drink from a refreshing
glass after the dehydrating night of sleep, to brush my
teeth, to run my dishwasher and washing machine. I'm
even unencumbered by constraints of a weather forecast of
rain when I need to dry my clothes. The roads I drive on to
run my errands are smooth, with traffic flowing thanks to
traffic lights, and I actually have a vehicle and access to
gasoline! I have the luxury of growing some tomatoes and
even flowers, using my garden hose to make sure that my
planting efforts are not for naught, regardless of rainfall
amounts.

When guests come to stay, I have the ability to make a
run to the grocery store to buy food and drink to serve
them, as well as the ability to offer them a comfortable bed
with clean sheets.

One of my simple pleasures is keeping several
hummingbird feeders full of fresh homemade nectar
around my front porch. It’s time consuming to keep the
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feeders washed and refreshed at least weekly (more in
the hot weather) but it brings me joy, and even the fact
that I have access to decent amounts of sugar to be able
to do that is something that my friends in Haiti can only
dream of. In light of the fact that I am getting old, I
have been trying to fit exercise into my daily routine. I
can afford a comfortable pair of walking shoes and take
time to walk on the bike path, listening to music or
podcasts and feeling some much welcome respite from
the bustle of the day and the onslaught of news. My
friends in Haiti rise early and walk miles in sandals or
whatever shoes they may have, but not for recreation or
“self care”. They walk out of necessity to make sure
they can have food for meals that day or water for
drinking, washing clothes, cooking and hygiene.

I could go on and on, but I guess it hit me that, I can’t
make their lives easier in a million different ways,
compared to the relative ease of mine. What I can do is
whatever is in my power to make sure that they at least
continue to have access to clean water and quality
healthcare.

Thank you for doing the same. Volunteers in DeWitt
held a Trivia Night Fundraiser for ServeHAITI on
September 8th and raised over $24,000. Board Member
and Treasurer Greg Amoroso flew from Atlanta to
attend and spoke, his words touched me to the core. He
said that although ServeHAITI began in Atlanta in
2001, that the volunteers in Iowa and Illinois had
quickly become an integral part of the organization. He
said that it was irrefutable that ServeHAITI and the
clinic in Grand-Bois would not still be in existence
without the support of the Quad Cities. That is an
amazing statement. Thank you for caring and for all
you do to support the parish of St. Pierre and the clinic.

Love, Liz
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Calendar of Events

September

(Bible Study in church hall... every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.)

2—5:15 p.m. - Building & Grounds Meeting
3—3:30 p.m.. - Blood Drive (appointment needed)
—4:30 p.m. - Family Life Meeting
4—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
5—6:00 p.m. - Adoration
7—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - First Religious Education Class
8—10:30 a.m. - Caregiver Support Group
10—9:00 a.m. - Staff Meeting
—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
11—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
12—38:30 a.m. - Friday Morning Fellowship
—9:00 a.m. - “The Chosen” Viewing and Discussion
13—6:30 p.m. - Blood Pressure Screening
14—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education Class
14—Confirmation Retreat
—9:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Screening
17—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
18—5:30 p.m. - Finance Council Meeting
—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
—7:00 p.m. - Parish Council Meeting
21—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education Class
24—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
—7:30 p.m. - Youth Group
25—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
27—6:30 p.m. - Ice Cream Social following 5:30 Mass
28—No Religious Education Classes
30—Deadline for A&R Arts and Crafts Raffle items

October

(Bible Study in church hall... every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.)

1—4:30 p.m. - Family Life Meeting

—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
2—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study ot K
3—6:00 p.m. - Adoration . @
4—Café on Vine - Family Life and Church Life/Hospitality g
5—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education ® \‘ [
5—12:30 p.m. - Blessing of Animals * \
7—5:15 p.m. - Building & Grounds Meeting
8—9:00 a.m. - Staff Meeting
9—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
8—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class

10—38:30 a.m. - Second Friday Mass, Fellowship Following
—9:00 a.m. - “The Chosen”




October Continued...

11—6:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Screening
12—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education
—9:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Screening
13—10:30 a.m. - Caregiver Support Group
15—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
16—5:30 p.m. - Finance Council Meeting
—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
—7:00 p.m. - Parish Council Meeting
18/19—Raffle Tickets Sold for A&R Arts and Crafts Raffle
19—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education
20—6:00 p.m. - Substance Abuse 101
22—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class

23—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study %
25/26—Raftle Tickets Sold for A&R Arts and Crafts Raffle

26—9:30 a.m. - Parish Breakfast by Men of the River
—No Religious Education Classes

29—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
—7:30 p.m. - Youth Group

30—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study

November
(Bible Study in church hall... every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.)

2—8:30 a.m. - Confirmation Enrollment
2—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education
3—10:30 a.m. - Caregiver Support Group
4—5:15 p.m. - Building & Grounds Meeting
5—4:30 p.m. - Family Life Meeting
—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
6—06:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
7—=6:00 p.m. - Memorial Mass b
8—6:30 p.m. - Blood Pressure Screening i = o il
9—09:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education £ . :" i
—9:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Screening )
12—9:00 a.m.- Staff Meeting
—12:00 p.m. - A&R Business Meeting in the Church Hall
—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
13—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
14—8:30 a.m. - Second Friday Mass, Fellowship Following
—9:00 a.m. - “The Chosen” Viewing and Discussion
16—8:30 a.m. - Confirmation Class Mass
—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education
19—7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. - Confirmation Class
—7:30 p.m. - Youth Group
20—>5:30 p.m. - Finance Council Meeting
—6:15 p.m. - Mom’s Book Study
—7:00 p.m. - Parish Council Meeting
23—9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Religious Education
26—No Confirmation Class
30—No Religious Education Classes
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